PLEASE HELP US MAINTAIN THIS
UNIQUE HISTORIC SITE

THE MOUNMT MITCHELL HERITACE FRAIRIE PARE
was originally parr of the ferm of Capeain William Mirchell an
Underground Baflread pardcipane sand leader of the Wabsunses
Prairie Cuards, che local Freesare milida. In 1053, his younges:
gom, W1 Mirchell, gave the properey w che people of Kansas: His
gift seipuleeed thet che hillop praicie woul permanencly becoms
& public park named “Movee Minchell” dedicanad w the memory
of hds facher and the Beecher Bible ard Rifle Colony Theoughi che
work of the Moure Michell Prairle Cuards, a dedicansd group
of locsl residents, his wish has been reslized. Thenks to the
continiting efors of the Prairie Cuards Moune Minchell has
besn racopnized asa Nacional Pasd: Service Undasgrotnd Reileoad
Merwork o Freedom Sire snd 2 Freedom's Fronder Marionsl
Heritage Area St Arcraceion. The Preirie Cuards maincain che
park and fes praieie snd cresee aducacions] accivides for scudents;
vigicors and the communicy

Mount Miichell Prairie Guards, inc.
PO, Bk 136

Wamego, Kansas 66547
mountmitchelpraide.org

Adl donakions to e Mount Mitchel]l Prairie Guards, Inc.
are 100% tax-deductible
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Walk in the ruts and swales
of a trail used by Native Americans, explovers,
immigrants, and slaves seeking their freedom
on the Underground Railroad.

rassland sclendses and visieors from around che

world come oo this special place in the hearr of

Morth America whers white imesone mock, grasses,
ared wildAowrers merge with a blie prairie sley. Today che rall-
grasspraieie seands as che world's bese remaining sxampls of
a dimindshed ecosystem char is more endangered than the
Amazon rairforest.

The largese remnane of allprass prairis reses on the
rolling landscape of the Flire Hills of Kanss: This
precios vestige of approwintcely 5 million acres
reprasents only 3% of che once vase wllgrass praieis
in Morth Americs. Promeceed from the plow by
ourcrops of linwseone’ ard maineained by prairie
fires, chis vreasune of tallgrass remains largely
unaleesed. Ie offers the finest formge on

earch for grazing liveseock, a bas sanceiary for
prairie planes and animals; and an unspotled
landszape of serene nanieal beaury.

The prairie grasses ard wildAowers thar
embrace the Flirt Hills voday began o assemble
ten thousand years ago following the retrear of the
ice shest thar evrended wo fust south of Moun: Mirchell
The pink quarczice boulders seen in the park were' scooped

upand carded in che ice from whar is now Wisconsin and
Souith Dakeora:
WildAowers, the signarure of the prairis, produce ever-

changing landscapes of color from early spring chrough £l
The earlies: windfAowers thae hide in the grass give waywa

summer of colorful penstemon, purple coneflowers,
and black-eved Susirs. The peocession ends wich the
aistiinn goklenrod swaying in dhe wind.
In the spring, when fires again sweep across
the praire wildfAowers cone o life and senew the cycle.
Survival of the wllgrass prairie along the edge of the en-
cooaching easem forese 15 die © the destruceive, bur renewing,
elernent of firs thar sernoves lase yeas's plane groweh and daseroys
youing trees and sheubs dhar seruggle oo invade the peairie,
Lenited by Indians or Hghening during hiscoric times, fre,
in the form of conesolled birms, coneirdies o be a ool vdsed by
the managers of the Mount: Michell Heritage Prairie Pack to
muaineain the praieie's healch,

—TOM EDDY, FROFESSOR OF BEOTANY, EMPORIA STATE UNIVERSITT

“The so-acre Mount Mitchell Heritage Prairie Park has the wiost diverse flore of any praivie
that we lave visited in the Flint Hills" —zp & 511 pemazerown, 51. s Mx.
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